
PTO MEETING OCTOBER 8, 2013

Call to Order by Anita Hanson

Attendence
Anita Hansen Jan Douglas
Kasity Briley Laurie Morrill
Lezlee Pardo Michelle Foley
Sarah Beiriger Tonje Williams
Bev Sprout Tara Saltman
Barb Garey Joanne Gomez
Chris Brazy Liz Hallas
Mary Beth Price Jenney Anderson
Carrie Quinn Christine Emery

Laurie Morrill - Getting survey’s in from Bingo survey, received around 100 so far, 
most are positive

Anita Hanson - Need more PTO help!  
President-elect needed
Movies w teachers – discussed having the K-5 teacher rep, Mary Gordon,  
spearhead with the fundraiser rep, Michelle Foley
Kidzschool supplies – needed also 

Anita asked if anyone could attend the Board meeting on Thursday, October 10?  
Sarah Beiriger will; she has to go and introduce herself as one of the new AAA 
Members

Director Dan Cohen – nothing to add

Dina Walton – Bingo & Building request forms
Building Request Forms – very important, technically there are three 
organization – the school PTO & the Foundation, each organization needs to 
communicate with Dina; such as - trunk or treat safety; any functions on 
campus definitely needs a BRF & even off campus functions, Dina needs to be 
informed about and she may have something to help, so contact regardless. 

Bingo –the school’s license expires in December, licenses run around 
$100.00; and all past material that we’ve paid for such as Pickles, will have to 
be destroyed in December unless they are used before then; then they will 
not have to be destroyed.  We did receive a call from a bingo hall that offered 



us Saturday – we would have to be out by 5pm; the Bingo hall is in Thornton; 
A vote will be taken; Tara Saltzman will send out the email for the vote.

Anita – discussed the PTO handbook that is being put together; Tara will send
out a form that will be filled out by the person holding the position and will 
compile them into a PTO handbook

Lezlee – we have received $4165.00 in PTO membership dues, approximately 
129 famiies joined; there are approximately 284 families at RMAE according 
to Laurie.  Our account balance is $61,150.10.  

Lezlee asked if we are counting in teachers, preschool staff & staff at RMAE in
receiving the directories?  Yes.

Laurie Morrill  – the directory will go to the printers this Friday morning, 
October 11th; the printer takes 3-4 days; we usually print extra copies and can
also print more on our own; Marcie Taylor sold over $900.00 in ads; Laurie 
will work with Marcie on getting the tally of the order and will need help 
distributing the directories to each classroom

Christine Emery – Odyssey of  the Mind kick off meeting is Friday, October 
11th at 3:20; Christine asked for a motion to add a line item for the monetary 
funds that are taken in by  Odyssey to go directly to PTO?   Last year families 
gave the checks to the coaches and she feels it would create a cleaner 
financial handling to have the checks go directly to PTO.  This was passed.

Go Orange Day – we had a 70% turnout and collected $341.00, which 
represents 3,421 meals being supplied for children; it was brought up that 
thee were a lot of people that did not know there was being money collected 
for this day?   Christine replied that she could not put a flyer in the Friday 
Folders because the money was not for the school.   It was then discussed to 
come up with guidelines for this and that they should definitely be put in the 
PTO Handbook being put together;   Yes, Dina said they could come up with a 
form with the guidelines about what fundraising events could be advertised 
by the school.

 Community garden update – we are going to do it thru next summer, we 
applied for a plot, it will be run by the 5th grade class

Trunk or Treat – we have 3 cars signed up so far, needs to be put in Blast 
again; Laurie Morrill brought up that maybe we should also ask for candy 
donations for the cars – Yes.  Also asked if we could serve food?  Dina replied 
yes as long as there is a clean up crew; in fact, a popcorn machine was rented 
for a function and it was only $25.00 for 2 days. 



Community Service Day – we need coordinators still for several of the 
classrooms, about 6 are still needed, Laurie Morrill will put it in the Blast; 
even though it is not until May 9th of next year, there is so much going on after
Christmas and May comes up so quickly.

Michelle Foley – Fundraising – nothing to add

Barb Garey - Middle School Fundraising – has a new treasurer - Kris Vallin. 
The 6th grade has their School Dance on October 18th at the Bubble
The 7th grade is selling the First Aid kits; discussed how long they should sell 
them; will sell them through October and then maybe run it at Christmas 
time again
The 8th grade is working on getting the Snack Shack up and running 

Tonje Williams – she met with Lisa Rutenberg today to discuss the online 
volunteer form, hopefully by next week it will be up and running, it will have 
some very cool aspects like being able to pull the volunteer hours 
percentages of each family, this will be good for grant writing; the biggest 
hurdle they are running into is a way to make visible what you have already 
logged, but at the very least the basics should be up and running next week; 
she also has a list of individuals who replied to the survey of what they would
be interested in helping with, such as snow shovel, movies with teachers, etc

Tara Saltzman – she has a question regarding the extent of her role and asked
if she is the point person that the committee representative will go to for the 
communication forms?   Lezlee Pardo said yes,Tara as the communication 
representative is the point person; Dina Walton said there should be a 
communication form to fill out and give to Tara

Carrie Quinn – the middle school girls are asking her if they have to wear 
sports clothing for the dance since the dance is a sports theme?  Barb Garey 
replied that dressing according to the theme is “optional”

Dina Walton asked if the geography bee is under PTO; she received the billing
statement and they have 6 days to pay the $100.00 entrance fee; they do not 
take credit cards, only checks;  Lezlee Pardo replied, yes, it can come from 
PTO out of the lump sum in the budget;  Lezlee wrote a check to Dina right 
then.

Laurie Morrill had a question about the directory – what should she do about 
the positions that are not filled?  Decided to put  “To Be Determined”, she also 
needs the names of the new AAA members; Sarah Beiriger will get the names 
from Bob  Fiore;  Laurie also asked if she can put Mary Gordon down as the 
Movie with Teacher representative?   Decided to put Mary Gordon and 
Michelle Foley as the representatives 



Kasity Briley – the middle school kid art will be moving to the winter 
Christmas program; A committee has been formed; they have come up with 
some ideas such as an area that will have art work done by students having a 
set price on it – “cash & carry kits”, there will be no bidding on these; it was 
also discussed to sell cookies and such instead of having them donated and 
free; volunteers are needed,  Laurie Morrill will send a blast to only the 
middle school for this; if volunteers are still needed will send a blast out to 
the whole school; still looking for a venue, hoping for the 1st or 2nd week of 
December, mid-week, a Wednesday or Thursday; cannot set a date until the 
venue is secured. 

Chris Brazy – presented a new online fundraising opportunity; it would pay 
80% of profits to us, selling under him an online school; we could also get the
franchise rights and sell our own product, such as a how to book for PTO 
groups, Anita called to Table it and it will be discussed further at the next 
meeting, it was also asked if Chris could get together more information for us.

Cheryl Hadsell – discussed the Holiday Food Drive; she is looking for 
volunteers to be on the committee; The dates are November 1st through 
December 9th, each grade brings in a specific item(s) and she is also looking 
for boxes to place outside each, gift wrap is also needed; the 8th graders will 
hand deliver baskets to the Greenridge Center on December 13th,  Cheryl 
stated that this is just not a school event, but a community wide event;  
Laurie Morrill will get the names of the parent volunteers for each class and 
send it to Cheryl;  Cheryl also needs 12x20 boxes.

Laurie Morrill – if anyone has anything for the Blast, send to her

Anita Hanson adjourned the meeting 


